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History-Making ALPA-AA Hearings 
Open Before Emergency Board 


After weeks of expectant waiting, word 
finally was received on January 13, an- 
nouncing the issuance of a Presidential 
executive order, appointing an Emer- 
gency Board to hear the AA dispute. 

Hearings were scheduled to commence 


of the complexities and ramifications 
which form an integral part of any pilot 
dispute presentation such as the AA case, 
the Emergency Board displayed good 
judgment by appointing a technical ad- 
visor and executive assistant, Mr. Donald 











B. Straus, to assist the Board in its eval- 
uation of the many technical and sta- 
tistical problems that were certain to 
arise. 

With the ground work laid in 
December, the first three weeks of 
January found Headquarters and its 
staff up to their ears in final prep- 
aration of the many projects geared 


on January 22, but on January 17, a 
wire was received from the National 
Mediation Board, postponing the hear- 
ings until January 25. 

Members of the AA Emergency Board, 
appointed by President Truman, were 
David L. Cole, labor consultant of Pat- 
terson, New Jersey, Chairman; Judge 
Frank P. Douglass of Oklahoma, former 










chairman of the National Mediation for presentation at the forthcoming 
Board, and Aaron Horvitz, New York hearing. Scores of AA pilots were 


attorney, all top level persons in the 
field of labor dispute settling, with im- 
posing records of achievements. Because 


interviewed to determine the amount 
of knowledge they possessed respect- 
ing the many rates of compensation, 


"Take This Craft, for Instance” 
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Emergency Board members appointed by President Truman to hear the Amer- 
ican Airlines’ pilot dispute pause during the hearings to examine a portion of ALPA’s 
transport fleet, accurately depicted by scale models. Seated, left to right are Board 
Member Aaron Horvitz, holding a DC-3 model; Board Chairman David P. Cole, exam- 
ining a Convair 240 Model, and Board Member Frank P. Douglass, scrutinizing the 
model of a DC-6. In the foreground are a Ford Tri-motor and a DC-4. Other trans- 
port models in ALPA’s fleet out of camera range, were the Boeing 40B-4, Martin 404, 
and a Lockheed L-193, a projected jet transport. 
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rules and working conditions issues 
to be presented before the Presi- 
dential Board. The multitudinous 
briefs and the hundreds of statistical 
charts and compilations were given 
a fine tooth combing, preparatory to 
their being approved for inclusion 
in the case presentation. 


On January 23, ALPA staff members i 


and pilots and copilots who were to tes- 
tify were headed toward Washington. 
This vanguard carried with it, 77 briefs 
and various charts, graphs and compila- 
tions with the most pertinent of the 
issues appropriately highlighted. Prepa- 
ration of all of this creative material to 
be presented as a clincher in the case 
beginning on October 10, 1950, with as 
many as an average of 50 people work- 
ing on the case intermittently over a 
period of five months. Though October 
10 was the start off, it was not until 
after the 11th Biennial Convention ended 
on November 6, that everybody really 
got down to business. Pilots on leave 
from American Airlines and pilots from 
other companies dug in to make these 
preparations concrete. This will probably 
be, from the standpoint of page presenta- 
tion, the largest record ever made in any 
hearings in ALPA’s history. 

Arriving in Washington on Wednesday 
morning, January 24, no time was lost 
in establishing offices in a suite of rooms 
at the Hamilton Hotel and before the 
day’s end, the office was functioning 
smoothly, 


The hearing commenced on sched- 
ule Thursday morning, January 25, 
at the Department of Labor Build- 
ing Auditorium. Legal counsel for 
ALPA delivered the opening state- 
ment for ALPA—the opening shot in 
the battle that had been many, many 
months in forming. 


After the initial hearing in Wash- 
ington, the members of the Emer-/ 
gency Board expressed a desire that 
the case be continued in New York. 
ALPA, despite the complications aris- 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) 
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The Cover Pictures 


Pictured on the cover are two phases 
of what has developed into one of 
ALPA’s greatest battles. 

(TOP). Standing before a _ pano- 
ramic route map of American Airlines, 
ALPA‘s silent witness during the Emer- 
gency Board hearings in New York, are 
(left to right): Aaron Horvitz, Board 
member: David P. Cole, Chairman; 
Judge Frank P. Douglass, Board mem- 
ber: Donald B. Straus, Technical Ad- 
visor and Executive Assistant to the 
Emergency Board; and David L. Behn- 
cke, Association President. outlining for 
the Board, from a chart before them, 
the increased productivity of today’s 
larger, faster, and heavier equipment. 

(BOTTOM). Here is shown a control 
board utilized at Headquarters to keep 
track of the many separate yet related 
projects undergoing preparation during 
the months of December and January, 
for the AA Emergency Board hear- 
ing. The great number of projects 
and the interrelation of one project to 
another was of such magnitude that no 
man’s memory could adequately main- 
tain control over the growing presenta- 
tion preparation. Construction of a 
control panel board to substitute for 
human memory permitted those in 
charge of the preparation to devote 
their energies toward more productive 
pursuits. 

All photos in this issue. taken at the 
New York hearings, were made by 
Captain J. D. Henry of American Air- 
lines, who regularly flies the New York 
to Washington routes of American and 
engages in photography pursuits as a 
hobby. 
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(Continued from Page 2, Col. 3) 
ing in the transportation of volumi- 
nous files and equipment, acceded to 
the wish. 


Why There Must Be a Mileage Limitation 





i 





Standing before a large backdrop map of the United States, depicting the routes 
of American Airlines, are Regional Vice-President A. F. “Red” Foster, TWA-New York, 
and his charming wife. Foster holds in his hands a scale model of a proposed Lock- 
heed jet transport known as the L-193. Both Red and his chief pilot are impressed 
with the performance expected of the L-193. Note the silhouette in the upper right 
hand corner, showing the distance traveled by an L-193 in five hours. The large 
outline map at the rear of the conference room in the New York Central Building 
where hearings are being held on the AA Emergency Board case, stands impressively 
in silent testimony to the ever increasing development of speed and productivity of 
today’s faster and larger aircraft, and clearly supports the AA pilots’ contention that 
a mileage limitation must be imposed to place a reasonable ceiling on miles flown as 
aircraft speeds increase. 





Monday, January 29, affording every- 
one a full week-end to become ac- 
climated to their new surroundings. 


Regional Vice President from southern 
California, taking the stand as ALPA’s 
first witness. Following Cox on the stand 





On the following day, Attorney Burton 
A. Zorn, made an opening statement for 
the company. 

Moving from Washington was but one 
of the handicaps in which Headquarters 
was forced to function at times. Though 


was a chain of witnesses from Head- 
quarters, the AA pilots and copilots and 
pilots from other companies. 
Despite the inconvenience of hav- 
ing to move from Washington to 
New York, no time was lost respect- 





Aero Club Supports 
Behncke's ‘Unshackled 
Safety Board’ Policy 























mountable, they were surmounted. 


' 
f 
} these handicaps had first seemed insur- 
k 
k 
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Hearings in New York were held at 
the New York Central Building, 230 Park 
Avenue, with H. B. Cox, AA Captain and 


ing the presentation of the case, since 
hearings were held in Washington 
on Friday, January 26, and com- 
menced again in New York City on 


Directors of the Aero Club of New 
England, oldest organization of its kind 
in America (1902), have voted to support 
legislation, pending in Congress, calling 
for re-establishment of an independent 





PRESIDENT CONFIDENT OF OUTCOME 
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Air Safety Board. 

Board members said they found sig- 
nificance in testimony given before Con- 
gressional committee hearings by David 
L. Behncke, President of the Air Line 
Pilots Association, who said: 

“The present Safety Bureau is un- 
der the direct thumb of the rule 
maker and rate fixer—the Civil 
Aeronautics Board —and indirectly 
under the thumb of the rule impli- 
menter and enforcer, the Civil Aero- 
nautics Administration. 

“The facts are that this Bureau is 
not independent. It is controlled by 
the Civil Aeronautics Board... . 
“Surely an air safety investigating 

body which is placed in a position of 
investigating itself cannot hope to do the 
job as impartially or as effectively as an 
independent Air Safety Board.” 

The bills which would create a new 
independent Air Safety Board were filed 
by Senator Pat McCarran and Repre- 
sentative Robert Crosser. 


President David L. Behncke 
of ALPA (second from left), in 
conference with his aides from 
Headquarters, expresses confi- 
dence that recognition will be 
given to the AA pilots’ request 
for a realistic control of month- 
ly mileage flown under the 
stress of piloting today’s larger 
and speedier aircraft. The AA 
pilot case is being heard by a 
Presidential Emergency Board 
in New York City. In the pic- 
ture, left to right, are: Copilot 
F. J. Schwartz, AA-Chicago; 
President Behncke, under whose 
personal direction the presenta- 
tion was developed; Henry J. 
Weiss, ALPA Attorney, and C. N. 
Sayen, Executive Vice-President 
of the Association. These men 
assembled and correlated the 
scores of projects necessary to 
an intelligent and effective pres- 
entation of the mileage deter- 
mination picture. 
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UAL PILOTS IN SECOND ANNUAL SAFETY CONCLAVE 








3 Sees ea an 

section. RIGHT: Pilot group and UAL officials view equip- 
ment used to balance ailerons. Left to right: Gene Hitchcock, 
UAL Council 5, Newark; Bill Hoarse, chief of UAL mainte- 
nance base; Bob Stone, UAL Council 12, Chicago; A. B. Casey, 
UAL Council 14, Salt Lake City; and Carl Christenson, UAL 
Flight Safety Engineer. 


LEFT: ALPA members and UAL official inspect method 
of aligning trailing edge of ailerons at San Francisco Mainte- 
nance Base. Interested, left to right, are: Ed Kelly, UAL Coun- 
cil 5, Newark; Joe Irvine, UAL Council 33, Denver; Hugh 
Coleman, UAL Council 27, Seattle, shop foreman; “Pinky” 
Stainback, UAL Council 34, San Francisco; Bill Jones, UAL 


Council 27, Seattle; and “Dusty” Rhoades, UAL flight test 


$4 Items on 
Agenda at 
Safety Meeting 


Eighty-four items bearing upon safer 
flying were discussed by UAL pilot- 
members of ALPA who attended the 
Second Annual Air Safety meeting con- 
ducted by United Air Lines at the com- 





“Dusty” Rhoades (left), head of UAL’s 
flight test section at the San Francisco 
Maintenance Base, lectures at joint meet- 
ing. Bill Davies (right), head of the 
maintenance engineering department, 
also addresses pilots. 


pany’s San Francisco Maintenance Base. 

UAL inaugurated these sessions in 
Denver last year, and the response was 
so enthusiastic that it was decided to 
make the conference an annual event. 
The company absorbs the full expense of 
the meeting. 


Two delegates from each ALPA Coun- 
cil attend these assemblies. Generally, 
those assigned to attend the conference 
are the chairmen of the local Engineer- 
ing and Air Safety Committees. Bas- 
ically, the purpose of the sessions is to 
permit the UAL pilots to place before 
management their complaints and ques- 
tions pertaining to engineering and air 
safety. 

The conference adheres to a formal 
agenda that has been agreed upon by 
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management and the Master Executive 
Council. During the sessions manage- 
ment gives definite answers to some of 
the questions propounded by the pilots. 





Ed Kelly (left), UAL Council 5, New- 
ark, rests while he is testing an over- 
hauled passenger seat. Al Salmon (right), 
UAL engineering department, is shown 
in deep concentration at his desk at the 
maintenance base. 


Other items must be investigated and are 
handled through correspondence. Carl 
Christenson, UAL Flight Safety Engi- 
neer, handles this phase for manage- 
ment. 


Addressing the pilots and standing by 
to answer questions and aid in the solu- 
tion of problems were representatives 
from the Maintenance Base, including 
Christenson, Al Salmon, UAL Engineer- 
ing Department; “Dusty” Rhoades, UAL 
Flight Test Section, and Bill Davies, 
head of the Maintenance Engineering 
Department. 


It was the consensus of pilots and 
management that this year’s conference 
was productive of good results, Out of 
it, it is said, came a number of opera- 
tional and safety benefits. 

In the interim between the annual 
meetings, complaints are handled through 
the local UAL councils, and, when neces- 


sary, through the Master Executive 
Council. 


(Editor's Note: Though the following New 
Year's resolution, written by President G. T. 
Baker of National Airlines, was directed to 
the company's personnel, the thoughts ex- 
pressed should prove universal in appeal 
and application.) 


A Resolution 
For the New Year 
By PRESIDENT G. T. BAKER 


The world is composed of people—peo- 
ple like you and me—and so is National 
Airlines. Whether we call ourselves citizens 
of the world or em- germ. 
ployes of National © 
Airlines, our objec- 
tives are identical— 
security for our fami- 
lies, security in our 
jobs and the chance 
to lead a happy life 
at home as well as in 
business. We want to 
know that whatever 
job we do, no matter 
how insignificant, is 


important. G. T. BAKER 


In a sense, you and | belong to National 
Airlines and National Airlines belongs to 
us; it gives you and me most of the things 
we want, need and plan for. The year 1950 
was a good year for National Airlines, and 
1951 will be even better because you and 
1 will help make it so. A good year for 


NAL is a good year for you and me—more }@ 
security, better jobs and the satisfaction of }} 


personal achievement, and a job well done. |] 
We did it in '50, we will do it again in ‘51. 

My resolution for the New Year is to} 
deal with every situation in absolute honesty’ 
and to determine what is right and not who} 
is right. Try it at home, on the job, among 
your friends and fellow employes and you] 
will have taken the first step in the moral 
rearmament of the world. It's that simple—} 
it begins with you and me, citizens of the 
world! 


Pilot “Passports” 


Certificated flight crew members of U.& 
flag, international carriers now can 08 
tain a card from the Civil Aeronauti¢ 
Administration which will serve in lie 
of a passport for temporary admission 
foreign countries. 
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